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The Com- in particular, York, Hull, Newcastle and Ipswich1. The
dilute relations between the head court and its branches were
at Home, marred by incessant disputes behind which, as in the case
of the Merchant Adventurers, lay the determination of the
provincial members to assert their independence of the metro-
polis. The local bodies had a deputy governor appointed
by the London authorities2, but no court of assistants, which
deprived them of the power of making their own by-laws
and reduced them to complete dependence upon the govern-
ing body in London. The issue thus raised was the parallel
of that fought out by the Newcastle Merchant Adventurers
over the status of their governor8. York pressed strongly
for a court of assistants, but London returned an uncom-
promising refusal: " We do not think fit to set up a separate
jurisdiction in the Company to rend and tear that uniformity
of government which we shall always study to maintain ",
and u we see no reason to allow . . . any opposition to our
orders and directions inasmuch as our reason, not yours, is
to govern the fellowship"4. Other grievances inflamed and
widened the controversy, and in 1616 the coast towns laid
their complaints before the Privy Council. The latter's
verdict was in their favour. It enumerated " divers by-laws
... which the coastmen complain, and that justly, to be griev-
ous unto them, as for stinting their number of shippings,
prescribing the times and seasons for their buying of flax",
the unequal charges on cloth, the misuse of the financial
levies, and the obligation on apprentices and others to take
up their freedom in London6. Some of the by-laws were
annulled, others were modified, and the Company was ordered
to submit future ordinances to the judges in accordance with
1 Bristol and Plymouth are also mentioned : State Papers Domestic,
1655-1656, p. 98. The relative importance of London and the northern
towns in the Baltic trade in the sixteenth century may be gauged from the
returns of shipping: York Merchant Adventurers, p. 1. But under James I.
London's share in the cloth trade to the Baltic was less than one-half:
Friis, Alderman Cockayne's Project, 172.
*  The local body submitted two names, and London chose one :  Acts
and Ordinances of the Eastland Company, 23.
3 Supra, p. 257.
* Acts and Ordinances of the Eastland Company, 101-102 (1677).   Also
PP. 85, 90, 98, 109.
6 Acts of the Privy Council, 1615-1616, pp. 572-577.